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UNIT II— PERSONAL CELEBRATIONS 
A WEDDING 
SITUATION SETTER 

Americans have many personal celebrations. \Ve(l(lin,<>s, a new hahy, a hirtli- 
day and an anniversarv' are often celehrated. Let's see what happens when Ahcia 
and Fepe ,<ret married, have a hahy. celehrate a child's hirthda\. and celebrate an 
aiuiiversai-\ . 
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DIALOG lA 

Bratriz and Maiiiit'l lia\'t' just R'C'tM\'t^(l an im itation to Alicia and Fopc»'s \vc»dding. 

Bcatriz: Alicia and Vv\)v luc to get nuirric^dl W'c Jnst <!;ot an im itation. 

Manuel: W hen s tlit^ wt'ddini!;*:^ 

Beatriz: It's Jnn(» 3r(K at 1():()() a.m. at St. Man's Chnrdi. 
Manuel: What happens al'tor the church wedding? 

BeatiMZ: Were also in\ited to a rect^ption after the wedding, at the (Jolden Flame 

lU^staurant. 
Manueh What hai^pens at the rect^ptioii. 

Bcatriz: Hieu^'s food to eat. Thv bride and groom cut the wedding cake, and 
ex'enont* gc»ts a piece of the cake*. Kverxoiic congratnlat(^s the bride and 
groom. 

Manuel: We ha\'e to l)n\- them a gift, don't we? 

Beatriz: Yes. we do. We should l)u\- the gift before tiic wc^dding and bring it to 
tile reception. The gift should be something the bride and groom need 
for their new home. 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. What kind of in\itation did Beatriz and Manut^l rec(M\'e? 

2. WhtMi is the wedding? 

3. What is a wxnlding reception? 

4. I^o \'ou havc^ to buy a gift? 

5. What kind of a gift would you bu\ ? Wlien do \'ou gi\-e the gift? 
DIALOG IB 

Beatriz and Manuel are at the wedding reception. They are talking about wed- 
dings. 

Manuel: Who are the men anu women who were standing next to the bride and 
groom? 

Beatriz: The women are the bridesmaids. The one who stood closest to her is the 
maid of honor, and the man who stood closest to the groom is the best 
man. They are also the legal witnesses. The other men are the ushers. 
They are friends of the bride and groom, and they show people where to 
sit. 

Manuel: Do Americans have to get married in a church? 

Beatriz: No, they don't. They can be married 1)\* some public oftlcials, such as a 
justice of the peace, or they can also have a wedding at home, outdoors, 
or in a party room at a hotel. They can have a wedding almost anywhere, 
but most people like to get married in a church. 

MINIDIALOG 

Beatriz: Look! Alicia's going to throw her lK)uqnet! 
Manuel: Why is she going to do that? 

Beatriz: It's a tradition. She throws her bouciuet to the bridesmaids, and the one 
who catches it will be the next one to get niarn.ed. 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. Who also stands with tlu' l)n(lt' and sfiooin? 

2. Do Americans haw to gt't iiiarrit'd in a chnrch? 

3. What will happen to the bridesmaid that eatehes the bride's boncinet? 
POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. What are weddings like in yonr eountn ';' 

2. What kinds ofwedJin ; traditions do son luuc in your eonntiy? 

3. What do the bride and tjrooni wear';^ 

DIALOG IC 

The wedding reception is almost over. The bride and groom are leav ing. 

Beatriz: Look! The bride and groom are leaving. We can go home after thev 
leave. 

Manuel: Someone put signs saying "Just Married" on their car, and tied some 

cans to the car. Wh\- did they do that? 
Beatriz: That's a tradition. People do that so everyone will know that they were 

just married. 
Manuel: Where are the bride and groom going? 

Beatriz: They are going on a honeymoon. That is a trip that the people take to- 
gether after they get married. The bride and groom don't tell anyone 
where they arc going. 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. What (lid someone do the bride and uroom's car":" 

2. Where are the bride and i^rooin ^oinu? 



POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Why do >ou think the bride and groom don't tell anxone where the\' are eo- 
ing-^ ' ' ' ^ 

2. Do people go on honex nioons in youi- countrv? 

MICROCONVERSATION: Practice this conversation with another student. 

Student A: What did you give Alicia for a wedding gift? 
Student B: I gave her a coffee pot. 

sheets and pillow cases. 

a set of towols. 

a set of glasses. 

a pretty dish. 



ROLE PLAY: DISCUSSION 

Have you ever been to a wedding? Tell >^our friends what it was like, and what 
you gave the bride. 
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A NEW BABY 
DIALOG 2 

Isalu'Ia is <^ivinu; a hahy shower lor her ihvnd AHcia. She is invitiiijj; Beatriz to the 
shower. 

Isal>ela: Ahcia's goiiiiz; to have a hahy soon, so 1 am pvinu; a siiower for her. 
Beatriz: What's a shower? 

Isabela: It s a pait\' that someone has 1(M' a wonnm who is .i^oini; to ha\-e a hahy. 

Kaeh person brings a ^ift. 
Beatiiz: What kind of\<!;if't should I hrini^? 
Isalx?Ia: It should he something that the hahy will need, 
Beatriz: Are hal)\- showers the onl\' kind of showers? 

IsalK^la: No. Sometimes people pve showers for girlfriends wno are ^uettin^ mar- 
ried. 

Beatriz: What happens at a shower? 

Isahela; U.siuilly wonien are invited. Sometimes you pla\' i^ames. The woman you 
are .i^ivinti; the shower for opens the .i^itts. UsualK there is something to 
eat. 

C;()MPFEHENSlON QUESTIONS 

1. What is a shower? 

2. Is a l)al)\ shower the only kind ofshowcM? 

3. Does a person ^Wv a shower for himself or luM'self? 

4. What kind of ^ift should \'ou hrin^ to a l)al)\ shower? 

DIALOG 2B 

When a hahy is horn, the new parents sometimes se:ul a card to their familv and 
friends. The eard tells when the hahy was horn, what its name is, and how much 
it weighs. Beatrix has just received a cai'd from Alicia. 

Beatriz: Alicia had a haln* l)o\\ His name is Eduardo. 

Isal>ehi: fci Ukc to see her and the hahy, 1 didn't ^o to the shower, hut fd like to 

huy a ^ift for the hahy. 
Beatriz: That\s a idea, hut should we wait two or du'ee weeks. She needs to 

rest. 

Isabela: Is there something 1 can do vi^hi now? 

Beatriz: Why don^t you send her a hahy card? You can find some nice ones in the 
card store. 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. What do now parents send to their friends when they have a hahy? What doer 
the card tell their fricMuls? 

2. Should Isalx^hi ^o to se- AHcia ri^ht away? Why not? 

3. What can she do ri^ht now? 
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POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. What do you do in ynuv couutiy wIumi soiuroiK^ has a hah\ ? 

2. Do you have paitics Ibi* soincoiu' who is ^oiuiz; to ha\'c' a hal^y? 

MICROCONVERSATION 

Student A: 1 want to buy a hahy ^ilt For Ah'cia. What should 1 l)u\' her? 
Student B: She j)iohahl\- needs hah\- clothes. 

a hahy dish. 

nightgowns. 

bain* blankets. 

sheets lor the erib. 

undershirts for the bab\'. 
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A BIRTHDAY PARTY 



BACKGROI ND TO TIIK DIALOG 

AnuMu-ans cvlchratc- tlu-ir hirtlulays c-wry year. ChildrcM. oiu-n have hirtluhiv 
partu's ancl invite tlu-ir iric-iuls. Faniilic-s colc-hiato each hirtluhiv in the laniih' 
and even a(hilts have hirthchiy cakes and receive -iii'ts. 




DIALOG 3 

Clu'po is imitc'd to MimuTs hirtlulay part\'. Miguel is the yomi^cr hrotluT of* 
Clu'po's IVicMul Toinas. llv is tt'lliii^ his latluM*, Maiuic'K ,al)()ut ihv part\ . 

Chepo: Dad. 1 am im itt'd to Mi^iud's hirtlulay part\ . Wv's i;oiii^ to he v\v\ vn 

\'t'ars old. ' 
Manuel: What do do at a hii-tluhi\' part\'V 

Chepo: Kvciyoiu' ^iws Mi^ucd ptts, and he opcMis tluMU. His mother makes a 
hi!-tluhi\' cake, and puts candles on top of* the cake. We eat ice cream with 
the cake. 

Manuel: Hov num\ candles does she put on top of* the, cake? 

Chepo: Th.MV will he one candle for e\eiy year and one for ^*u;o()d luck." That 

means Miguel will luu e tweKe candles this year. 
Manuel: WT.at happens after his mother li^lits the candles? 

ChejX): Eveiyone sin^s "Happy Hirtlula\ '* to Miguel. Then he tries to hlow out all 

the candles at once. 
Manuel: Why does he do that? 

Chepo: He makes a wish before he blows out the candles. Ii' he blows them all 
out at once, he'll i^et his v.isfi. 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

L What is C'hepo invited to? 

2. How old will Miguel be? 

3. How many candles will there be on the cake? Win ? 

4. What will the\' eat at the part\'? 

5. What does ewiyone ^i\e Mi^utd? 

6. What happens after his mother lights the candles? 

POINTS FOR DISCUSSION. 

1. Do you celebrate birthdays in your countrx ? 

2. How do \'()u celebrate birthdays in your countr\ ? 

3. Does e\'er\()ne celebrate his birthchiy e\'eiy year? 

READING 

Americans sin^ 'Tlappy Birthday'* when it is sorne()ne*s !jirthda\\ Here are the 
words: 

Happ\' biiihday to yon, 
Happy birthchiy to \'ou, 

Happy birthda\'. dear 

Happy l)ii*t^hcla\' to you. 

ROLE PLAY 

. It is someone's l)irthda\\ Plan a biiihday part\'. Sin^ **Happ\' Birthda)'* to him 
or her, and have some birthdav cak/\ 
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A WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
BACKGROUND TO THE DIALOG 

Married people celebrate their wedding anni\'ersaiy each year. Thev niav do 
something special together, such as ha\'ing dinner in a nice restaurant. Their iani- 
jjy and friends send them anni\'ersaiy cards. If it is a special aiuiiversan-, such as a 
c 25th or 50th anniversaiy, their family or friends may have a part)' for tlieni. 

DIALOG 4 

Alicia and Pepe are celebrating their twelfth wedding anniversaiy. 

Alicia: Did you see our cards? We got cards from >'our father and from our friends 
Beatriz and Miguel. 

Pepe: That's nice. Just think, tomorrow it will be twelve years since we got mar- 
ried. Where would you like to go to dinner? 
Alicia: I'd like to go to the Golden Flame Restaurant. 

Pepe: Then I'll make resenations. I also bought you an anni\ersar\- gift, and V\\ 

gi\e it to you then. 
Alicia: I ha\e a gift for you, too. 



CONIPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. How do Americans celebrate their anni\ ersaiy ? 

2. Do the\- celebrate it e\'en- \ ear? 

3. What do their friends do? 

i. How long have Alicia and Pepe been married? 

5, How are they going to celebrate their anniversaiy? 

POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Do \ ()u celebrate wedding anni\ersaries each \ear in your countiy? 

2. How do people celebrate a wedding anniversaiv? 

MICROCONVERSATION: Practice this conversation with another student. 
Student A: What did your mother and father do for their anniversaiy? 
Student B: The\' had a good time. They went to the Golden Flame for diniu 

They cooked a special dinner at home. 

They bought each other a nice gift. 

They took a short trip. 
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A FUNERAL 

BACKGROUND TO THE DIALOG 

\Mkmi somcolU' (lit's. tlicM't' is a ruiioral. A ruiRM'al is a short cvivinoiiv in a 
linuM-al hoiiu' or a church. There arc also times hclorc the day of the finicral when 
you may .u;o to the ruueral home to talk to the family of the dead person. Those 
times are called "calliuo; hours/* 

DL\LOG 5 

Pepe's Kither died. Beatrlz and Manuel are i^o.ul friends of Fepe. They arc^ talkin,^ 
about what the\' should do. 

Beatriz: Pepe's father died. What should we do':" 

Manuel: We should send Pepe and Alicia a sympathy card. Did the newspaper 

announcement sa\- when the funeral is? 
Beatrix: Yes. It's at 2:00 p.m. on Friday. There are calling hours Wednesday and 

Thursday, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Manuel: Then we should \io to see Alicia and Pepe. 
Beatriz: Should we ^o to the funeral? 

Manuel: I'd like to i^o to the funeral, because they're ver\- ^ood friends. A funeral 
is (oi- the lamiK . and for IritMuis. 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. What is a funeral? 

2. Who dicdf 

3. What ai'e Beatrix and Manuel uoinu; to send to I^^pe'r" 

4. What ai'e "callinu; hours '? 

5. Win- does Manuel want to u;o to the funeral? 




